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AGRICULTXmi  AZD  ITATIOIUL  IlSFEKSE 


TOBACCO  li'  OCCUPIED  CHIl-iA  DEITIES  FOFJIIGIT  ?IRiI:     A  lar^o  to^oacco  nanuf acturinf; 
plant  ov.Tiec.  "by  fc  rei;7n  interosts  hf.s  "been  a'\viscf''.  "by  Ja.panese  authorities 
that  it  coial".  not  purchase  leaf  tobacco  fro:;i  fa,rr."iers  since  it  lia-a  no  plaxe 
in  the  plan  for  the  cooperative  pl.antinr;  anf.  mrkoting  of  tobacco  hein.:: 
aeveloiocrl  by  the  Japanese.     The  authorities  a,c.visec.  that  this  a,ction  v/as  in 
confornity  '-dth  the  policy  to  control  oil  activities,  includins^  every  forn 
of  a.-jri culture,  finar^ce,  nriiufoxt-ajrinG,  transportation,  and  nerchoric.ising 
in  t  he  territories  cf  China  occupiec.  by  the  Japraiese. 


HUtT&iJlIi\IT  VffiB/il  CROP  SSORT;     PALL  PIuuTTIHG  5EL0".'  IIORIUL:     The  1940  ^rneat  c ra- 
in Hun;;ary  is  estinatsr'.  at  onlj'  66, 133,000  bushels  conparc"".  -^-rith  113,102,000 
bushels  last  yea.r.    .1  -"-'hea-t  shortac^'e  is  c:q:-ectec  by  February  at  Hhich  tine 
rationing  vrill  probably  be  introduced.    The  so''in.;7  cf  vrint  er  ^fhea-t  this  year, 
vrhich  norr.ir  lly  constitutes  95  percent  or  r;ore  of  the  crop,  id  11  anount  to 
only  60  to  70  percent  of  the  normal.    Anon,^  the  reasons  .;;iven  are  excessive 
moisture,  floods,  fears  of  Jevdsh  land  owners  i-ri  th  respect  to  their  tenure, 
reluctoiice  on  the  pa-rt  of  'peasants  to  cultivate  rented  land  whon  they  soon 
may  become  land  Oi-niGrs  ther.selves  in  vie''«r  cf  the  prospective  break-up  of 
Lar^e  estates,  and  the  increasiii^  ai'ersion  of  peasants  to  i'.roducin{;  crops  for 
G-ermany.     In    ddition  a  shortat^e  of  seed  for  sprint;:  plantin^;;  is  afnitted. 
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AGEICULTUHE  AND  ITATIONAl  DEEEIISE 

TEIT  ADDITIOITAL  USDA  UlTITS  GET  DEEEIJSE  RAglHG:  The  U.  S.  Civil  Service  Com- 
misrion  has  given  defense  rating  to  10  additional  USDA  ijjiits.     T.Ms  "brings 
to  15  the  total  of  defense  agencies  within  the  USDA,   including  I3  "bureaus 
and  tv;o  units  in  two  other  iDureaus.    Defense  agencies  have  priority  rights 
in  drawi:ig  on  Civil  Service  lists  and  are  permitted  to  draft  personnel  from 
other  agencies,  provided  tlx-   individurJ.  concerned  agrees.     The  nevr  agencies 
are:     Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering,  Torfest  Service,  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry,  Office  of  Lajid  Use  Coordination,  ilgricultural  Marketing 
Service,  Surca.u  of  Home  Economics,  Acrir.l  Photographic  Lahorator;^  of  IiAJi, 
Surplus  Marketing  Administration,  Bureau  of  Agricultur^J.  Economics,  and 
Office  of  the  Secretary  (including  Offices  of  Extension  Service,  Expcrir.ent 
Stations,   Inf orm.ati on ,  rjid  other  agencies  v/ithin  the  Secrotrry's  office). 
The  Commission  had  previously  given  defense  ratings  to  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation,  Office  of  Foreign  Agriculture^.  Relations,  Rural  Electrification 
Adriinistration,  and  Lraad  Acquisition  and  Cartographic  divisions  of  Soil 
Conservation  Service. 

MJP.SERIE3  ST;JITBD  TO  SUPFLT  SEED  STOCKS  FOR  HIGH-YIELDIIJG  RUBBER  STRg^IlTS : 
Two  hui-.drcd  pounds  of  ruhbcr  tree  seed  have  "been  air-expressed  from  Haiti  to 
Brazil.     Trees  in  Brazil  vron't  produce  seed  for  pjiother  tvro  months.    By  flying 
the  seed  fror»  Haiti,  Department  scientists  now  in  Brazil  can  get  their 
nursery  started  2  m.cnths  ahead  of  schediale,  so  that  the  seedlings  will  "be 
ready  earlier  for  "budding  the  high  yielding  clones  of  ru"b"ber  now  in  the 
Dcpartricnt '  s  collection.    This  "budded  stock,   in  turn  vr  ill  have  the  t)pportunity 
to  develop  in  Brazil  and  provide  readily  availa"ble  "bud  wood  for  v.rorking  into 
the  following  crop  of  seedling  trees  thrfc  co.  c  from  the  native  Brazilian  trees. 

YIRGIHIA  COUl^TIES  PLJu.^'  FOR  FUTUR.E  III  DEFEHSE  HOUSIITG  FROGILaI-::     Tying  defense 
housing  requirements  into  a  pattern  ^f  futijire  housing  needs  of  farm  lands  and 
six  tovms  in  the  ir.mcdiate  vicinity  of  the  Radford  powder  pla.nt ,  local  plan- 
ning comr.iittecs  and  the  Virginia  State  Land-Use  Flpj^ming  CoLX'ittee  hp.vc  de- 
vised plans  \'/here"by  all  new  houses  to  "be  erected  for  munitions  workers  will 
"be  located  where  they  vrill  "be  needed  to  meet  expected  Jicrmal  population  growth 
after  four  years,  when  the  present  emergency  period  r.ight  "be  expected  to  end. 
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Three  counties — H~  tgornery,  Pialaski  ,  an-.  Giles — and  six  towns — Radford,  DuMin, 
Chris tiojitiurf^-,  Pulaski,  Caribria,  and  Slacksburg — <arc  affected  oy  the  plan,  de- 
vised v.'hen  the  Defense  Cor.r.ission  notified  the  State  Land-Use  Connittec  that 
about  1,000  now  houses  would  have  to  "be  "built  to  aosormoc.ate  workers.    The  Cori- 
nission  gave  residents  of  the  district  the  privilege  of  deciding  the  hone  sites. 
A  volunteer  connittee  of  U60  working  under  this  direction  of  the  State  corinittee, 
found  that  nany  faras  now  lacking  proper  buildings  v/erc  near  enough  to  the 
^^unitions  plipjit  to  serve  as  sites  for  v/orkers'  dwellings.    Wlaen  no  longer 
needed  for  defense,  the  houses  ncy  be  used  by  the  farners'  fojuilies.     In  ,a  re- 
port to  the  Defense  Coniv.ission  the  State  connittee  recoj-.-u-iended  that  about 
one-fifth  of  the  houses  be  built  on  farns  and  the  remainder  to  be  divided 
between  the  six  tovms. 

SI-'IA  WILL  HELP  A3in  TIrffl  FOOD  PUHCHASES ;     Surplus  J-Iarketing  Acimini  strati  on  has 
agreed  to  cooperate  v.dth  Army  procurement  headquarters  in  a  three-fold  pla.n 
proposed  by  the  Defense  Coimnission  which  vdll  allov/  the  Army  to  time  its  pur- 
chases in  such  a  \^ay  tha.t  stability  of  produce  markets  vji  11  not  be  upset.  S!'IA 
plans  to  recommend  CCC  loans  to  procucers  of  certain  foods,   earmoxking  these 
portions  of  the  nation's  theoreticrJ.  reserve  stocks  for  later  purchase  by  the 
Army  v/hen  and  if  needed,  axid  within  Sr'IA's  ability  to  acquire  a.nd  distribute 
these  products.    An  ercajnple  is  the  recent  CCC  loans  on  ra.isins  when  the  raisin 
market  needed  support.    The  ra.isins  are  stored  as  security  for  producers'  loans, 
ready  to  be  sold  to  the  Army  upon  request.     SVui  also  will  supply  procurement 
headqaarters  with  periodical  reports,  indicating  market  trends  and  specifying 
which  products  are  in  surplus  at  the  time.    As  a  third  aid,  SI^iiL  Mill  cooperate 
in  adjusting  loca.1  market  problems  brought  about  by  concentrated  Army  buying 
in  cantonment  regions.    A  present  example  is  Silii's  effort  to  adjust  sind 
stabilize  fluid  milk  marketing  conditions  in  the  area  e.ffected  by  Army  pur- 
chases near  llew  Orleans. 

SUkJ^ARY  op  POREIC-H  DmLOFI-gllTTS:     U^TITED  KIITGDOH;     The  Tobacco  Cenptrollcr  ad- 
vised that  the  manufacturers'  voluntary  admixture  scheme  v;ould  probably  not 
become  effective  before  July  1,  19^1,  and  that  leaf  supplies  in  the  country 
were  sufficient  to  last  a  long  time.     Ee  stated  also  that  no  consideration 
had  been  given  to  formulo-ting  a  policy  on  options  taken  on  American  leaf  by 
British  manufacturers.     Reports  indicate  that  the  Sritish  Government  has  ar- 
ranged a  large  monthly  quota  for  imports  of  raw  cotton  from  Brazil  and  thd- 
nogoti.ations  are  under  v/ay  for  a  simila.r  agreement  with  Peru,    iirgontina  is 
reported  pressing  for  an  arnmcil  cotton  quota,.     Pollov/ing  announcement  of  no 
more  refrigeration  space  for  a.pples,   apricots,   gra„pes  and  bananas,   the  Pood 
Ministry  indica.ted  tha.t  spaxe  for  imported  meats  might  also  have  to  be  cur- 
ta.iled.     The  Government  has  eight  large  storage  plants  under  construction  and 
intends  to  build  20  more  at  points  awa.y  from  ports.    An  orgaaiization  is  being 
set  up  to  deal  %'rith  acquisition  of  food  reserves.     The  comnittee  vrill  consist 
of  representatives  of  the  va,rious  governnenta.l  depa.rtnents . 
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CAI'TAJA:    Four  measures  designed  to  conserve  foreign  exchraige,  particulpxly  '-^.ollo^r 
exchr,nge,  for  purchase  of  wjr  materials  has  "beerx  presented  to  Farlinj.ient .  The 
first  neasare  prohibits  inports  fron  nonsterling  countries  of  a  long  list  of  pro- 
ducts including  prepared  cereals,  certain  processed  and  canned  fruits  and  vege- 
tr?,"bles,  preserved  seafoods,  nanufactured  to'Dacco,  ?jid  spirits  and  wines.  The 
second  neasure  prohitits  the  inportation  of  certain  products  e:rcept  in  liruted 
qus.ntities  under  license,  and  includes  unnanufactured  tohacco.    The  third  Measure 
inpcses  excise  taxes  to  prevent  an  expansion  in  domestic  production  of  itens  the 
importation  of  which  is  prohihited  or  restricted.     The  fourth  neasure  either  re- 
moves or  reduces  existing  custom  duties  on  imioorts  from  the  United  Kingdom,  in- 
clurUng  cotton  textiles,  artificial  silk,   jellies,  j?xis  and  marmalades,  ond 
soaps.    The  importation  from  the  U.S.  of  fresh  fraits  and  vegetahles  vras  not 
prohioited  or  limited. 

ITJE VJ!F0U1TOL./\UD :    Effective  Dec,  1,  a  special  war  revenue  tax  of  7  1/2  percent 
v/as  imposed  on  a  long  list  of  products  imported  from  countries  other  than  those 
in  the  British  Cor.inonvrealth  of  L'a.tions. 

ITi\LY;    Effective  Dec.  2,  the  sale  of  alimentary  pastes,   flour  and  rice  to 
private  consumers  is  limited  to  an  aggregate  totel  of  ^-.U  pounds  per  person  per 
month.  Consui-iers  were  authorized  to  purchase  their  rations  either  entirely  in 
one  comr.iodity  or  rxiy  comhination  of  the  tliree. 

LATVIA,  LITHUAIHA,  JdTD  ESTONIA:     The  introduction  of  the  Russirji  ruhle  as  legal 
currency  has  resulted  in      drastic  upwo^rd  revision  of  cor.-u-iodity  prices.  Indi- 
cations are  that  the  Russian  Government  wishes  to  "bring  the  price  level  in  those 
States  into  conformity  with  prices  prevailing  generally  in  the  Soviet  Union 
proper. 

■tIRG-ElTTIITA:  A  canvass  of  shipping  conpr>nies  indicates  that  space  has  ooen  "booked 
for  a"bcut  90.000  "bpj-es  of  wool  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  Deccm"ber 
and  January. 

URUGUAY :     The  v/ool  market  continues  paralyzed  "because  of  lack  of  shipping  space. 
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